POLICE STATION ADVICE — DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES IN 2025

WEDNESDAY 26th MARCH 2025

PRESENTED BY COLIN BEAUMONT - AUTHOR OF ‘A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO
ADVISING CLIENTS AT THE POLICE STATION STAGFE’

THE FOLLOWING 20 ISSUES WILL BE COVERED - HAVE A QUICK LOOK AND SEE IF
THIS IS A PRESENTATION THAT WOULD BE OF INTEREST TO YOU

After the presentation, the recording and notes will go on the website — If you haven’t,
as yet, visited the website, here is the link

https://www.legal-eagle-training.com/available-course-recordings

ORDER HERE

20 ISSUES

1 — The complainant has not made a formal statement admissible in criminal
proceedings — the police would like a first account interview with your client - What is
your advice?

2 — The police inform you that no complainant statement has been taken and,
furthermore, they do not intend to take a statement — their case consists of the 999
call and statements made by the complainant that were caught on bodycam — What is
your advice?

3 — A full statement has been taken from the complainant — your client’s defence is
one of self-defence but he tells you that the case will go nowhere and that he does not
wish to speak to the police in the interview — What advice must you give to your client
in such circumstances?

4 — The police have decided that they will not charge your client but they propose to
deal with the matter by way of the issuing of a Domestic Violence Protection Notice
and an application for a Domestic Violence Protection Order at court — What advice
are you going to give to your client about both the Notice and the application for the
Order?

5 — You may or may not know that the Domestic Abuse Act 2019 will replace Domestic
Violence Protection Notices and Domestic Violence Protection Orders with the new
concepts of Domestic Abuse Protection Notices and Domestic Abuse Protection
Orders — such Notices and Orders are currently the subject of a pilot - How will your
advice to your client change when the new regime comes in?

6 — You form the view that your client is particularly volatile — How might this affect
the advice you give to your client as to which option he should take for the interview?

7 — It seems to you that the entirety of the police case is based upon hearsay evidence
— What is your advice to the client?
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8 — You know that your client has a history of domestic abuse — What advice are you
going to give to your client vis a vis the interview concerning the bad character
provisions of the Criminal Justice Act 2003?

9 — The client has been on bail now for 9 months as regards the domestic violence
incident — your client thinks that it is now too late for the police to charge him with
common assault — What is your knowledge of Section 127 of the Magistrates’ Courts
Act 1980 and the amendments made under the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts
Act 2022 and, as a result, what is your advice to your client?

10 — The police have now charged your client as a result of the domestic violence
incident and are prepared to bail your client to court, albeit with some pretty strict bail
conditions — What is the test as regards the imposition of bail conditions in these
circumstances and what advice are you going to give to your client?

11 — Your client accepts the bail conditions in order to get out of the police station but
tells you he is deeply unhappy about them — are they challengeable anywhere? —
What is your advice to your client?

12 — The police tell you that it is far more serious than the single incident reported and
that there seems to be a pattern here of controlling and coercive behaviour — What
offences may your client be charged with and what is your advice to your client?

13 — The police give you virtually nothing by way of disclosure of the case prior to the
interview — What is your advice to your client?

14 — The police propose to charge your client tonight and to keep him in custody and
produce him at court in the morning — What does the Bail Act 1976 and the Police and
Criminal Evidence Act 1984 say about this and what is your advice to your client?

15 — It is quite clear that the client has facial injuries and he tells you that these were
caused by his partner whilst he was trying to defend himself from a vicious attack —
what steps are you going to take concerning this information and what is your advice
to your client?

16 — The police say that this is an extremely serious domestic incident and that his
partner is very badly injured — they would like intimate samples from your client —
what does the law say about this and what is your advice to your client?

17 — The police propose to seize all of your client’s clothing for forensic purposes —
what level of officer can authorise this? — What is your advice to your client?

18 — The police say that the blood on your client’s T-shirt is that of his partner who
has been the subject of a vicious attack — in what way is Section 36 of the Criminal
Justice and Public Order Act 1994 relevant and what is your advice to your client?

19 — The police have carried out a house search and have found what they believe
was a weapon that was used in the incident — Was the house search lawful and what
is your advice to your client?



20 — The client, upon your advice, has a ‘no comment’ interview but upon charge says
that ‘he never touched her!” — what is the legal position and what is your advice to
your client?
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